[Evaluation of the apron as a taxonomic trait in ixodid ticks of the genus Dermacentor Koch (Ixodoidea, Ixodidae)].
Study of the apron in 9 species of the genus Dermacentor from the fauna of the USSR has revealed differencies in its structure. The subgenus Dermacentor (s. str.) differs from two other subgenera both in the shape of the apron itself and in the shape of the postgenital sclerite and setae of perigenital area. Close species within each of two other subgenera differ in apron proportion, shape and size of denticles along its hind edge, and sometimes in their number. Inspite of the statistically reliable interspecific differences in apron structure a wide range of individual variability of some details and geographical specificity of samples from various places of the area were observed in species with a vast area.